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The Bear Necessities: A Masonic tale? 

 

 By Jason D. Rees 32° KCCH  

In the picture above you’ll see two well-known books: one, the 

tale of two British soldiers who traveled to a remote area disguised as a 

mad priest and servant leading to one of them being declared as God and 

king; the other, the endearing childhood story of a “man cub” named 

Mowgli raised by the animals in the jungle of India. It would surprise 

most that masonic symbolisms are found throughout both stories, and for 

good reason! 

The Jungle Book stresses striving for self-knowledge and the 

importance of duty and loyalty, while The Man Who Would Be King 

highlights the danger of unchecked ambition. Both stories were written 

by Brother Rudyard Kipling, whose deep love of our fraternity shined 

through his stories and poetry. 

Brother Kipling was born December 30, 1865, in Mumbai, India 

to a loving family who were always supportive. While growing up in India, 

Brother Kipling was attracted to Freemasonry because it transcended the 

limits of the caste system that existed in India at the time. Masonry’s 

stark contrast of equality, regardless of one’s religion, race, social status, 

or politics was a welcome change.  In 1885 Brother Kipling was initiated 

into our ancient craft into Hope & Perseverance Lodge, No. 782, in 

Lahore, Pakistan after receiving dispensation since he was only twenty- 

and one-half years old.  

Brother Kipling wrote about his first masonic experience, “I was 

entered by a member of the Brahmo Samaj (Hindu), passed by a 

Mohammedan (Muslim), and raised by an Englishman, Our Tyler was an 

Indian Jew. We met, of course, on the level.” From his own words, this 

shows just how much of a impact equality within our craft had on Brother 

Kipling. What is also interesting is that his lodge was a craft lodge, 

meaning his first three degrees were the Scottish rite degrees and not the 

Webb ritual/American Rite we know of today. He also received his Mark 

Degree in Lahore Mark Lodge and later received the Ark Mariner degree.  

Brother Kipling wasted no time doing what he loved: writing. In 

1888 Brother Kipling wrote The Man Who Would Be King, and the 

Jungle Book and Rikki-Tikki-Tavi in 1894, just to name a few. In 1907 

Brother Kipling was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature at the age of 

41, the youngest to ever receive it (a record which still stands today), and 

he was also the first English-language writing recipient. Brother Kipling 

was considered for many honors throughout his life, such as Poet 

Laureateship and multiple Knighthoods, all of which he declined. Brother 

Kipling was married and had three children. 

Cont’d on next page 

 

Pike’s Masonic baptism raises eyebrows 

 

By Jason D. Rees 32° KCCH 

The New York Times, October 1, 1865: “Interesting Masonic 

Ceremony Baptism of six children by Albert Pike, of Arkansas.” 

“Last evening, one of the most interesting, and, at the same 

time, novel ceremonies, connected with Free Masonry, was performed in 

Masonic Hall, Thirteenth-street, near Fourth-avenue, by the Thrice 

Potent Grand Master of the Scottish rite, ALBERT PIKE, late General in 

the rebel army, the Senior Warden being Gen. J.H. HOBART WARD, late 

of the union army. It consisted of the baptism of six children, ranging 

from six months to eight years of age, according to the Masonic ritual. 

This being the first time this ceremony was performed at the North a 

large number of Masons, with their wives, daughters, sons, &c., were 

present, so that the lodge-room was crowded. The ceremony took place in 

a Lodge of Perfection which was opened publicly. In the east on a 

platform were placed a font filled with oil, a vessel of consecrated oil, and 

a plate of salt.  

“All being ready two lines were formed consisting of a guard 

with drawn swords facing inwards and the officers and members of the 

Grand Lodge of Perfection entered in procession to the music of a grand 

march by the organ. After several alarms the parents and children 

entered with the godfather and godmothers, the latter dressed in white; 

the children who were unable to walk were carried on a cushion covered 

with blue silk, by the master of ceremonies; after him came a brother 

carrying the lighted candles, black, white and rose color in the form of a 

triangle, while the choir sang the chant "Out of the mouths of babes and 

sucklings, Thou hast perfected praise."  

“Then came the other children, two by two, then the fathers and 

mothers. The procession went three times round the lodge-room, the 

organ playing, and the chant still proceeding, while the Master and 

Wardens repeated certain sentences, the mystic sentence commencing 

"Suffer little children to come unto me," &c.  

“After questions asked of the fathers and answered by them, the 

children were brought to the front and an impressive prayer offered up by 

Bro. WILSON SMALL, as Grand Chaplain. This was followed by a hymn, 

and the Master informed the godfathers and godmothers of their duty, 

while the Orator in the North, the Senior and Junior Wardens, 

admonished them and their parents to be true to themselves, to others, to 

their country and to God. Another prayer was then offered, and the 

children were brought to the altar. Their names were: Harrison Small 

McClenachan, Harry Sheridan Lee, George Small Anderson, Zoo Virginia 

Gibson, Anna Theresa Gibson and Charlotte May.  

Cont’d on next page 



Cont’d from front, “The Bear Necessities” 

On the 12th of January 1936 Brother Kipling suffered a 

hemorrhage in his small intestine and after a failed surgery attempt, our 

brother passed to the celestial lodge above on January 18, 1936. His body 

would lie in state in Fitzrovia Chapel in London. One of his pallbearers 

was his cousin, Prime Minister Stanley Baldwin, after which he was 

cremated and his ashes interred at Poets’ Corner in the south transept of 

Westminster Abbey, next to Charles Dickens and Thomas Hardy. 

 

“Work as if you were to live a hundred 
years, pray as if you were to die tomorrow.” 

- Benjamin Franklin 
 

 
“Journey Passport” Program 
The Houston Valley is participating in the “Journey Passport” 
program which includes 33 challenges that allow participants to 
earn six unique Scottish rite challenge coins. The passport 
program is designed to take brothers throughout the Valley of 
Houston and the Southern Jurisdiction of the Scottish rite. To 
learn more and get a passport, contact Brother Jason Rees 32° 
KCCH at: acompass@yahoo.com 
 

 
The Houston Valley Herald email List 
This publication is printed monthly and distributed at stated 
meetings of the Valley of Houston for the benefit of the brethren 
assembled. The Houston Valley Herald is also available online at  
www.HoustonScottishRite.org (Click the “Newsletter” tab). 
Anyone is welcome to receive this publication via email as well. To 
join our mailing list, email acompass@yahoo.com   
 

 

 
 

The Houston Valley Educational Program 
Master Craftsman Zoom study group. 

If you are interested in taking classes please email 
acompass@yahoo.com  Any Master Mason in good 

standing may take the class. 
 
 
The Houston Valley Podcast & YouTube channel  
Please like and subscribe to our channel, it helps promote the 
Scottish rite and allows us to continue this great work. 
 
 https://www.youtube.com/@HoustonValleyScottishRite 
 

Check out our latest episode of the Houston Valley Podcast the 
interview of the Sovereign Grand Inspector General of Louisiana 
and Grand Cross recipient, Ill Richard B Smith 33°, GC. 
 

 

 

Scan me for the Houston Valley Podcast!!! 

 

Cont’d from front, “Pike’s Masonic baptism” 

“The baptism was performed as follows: Placing the hand of the 

child in the font filled with perfumed water, the master said, "HARRISON 

SMALL MCCLENACHAN" (naming each) "I wash thee with the pure 

water. May God give thee, and maintain thee in that innocence and purity 

of heart, of which this cleansing is a symbol." He next marked the Delta 

with the consecrated oil on the forehead of each child, being the symbol 

of the wisdom, might and love of God, and blessed them according to the 

ritual. After a hymn was, sung all the brethren knelt and made a solemn 

vow, which they confirmed by eating salt to protect the children through 

life. 

A locket was then given to each girl, and a ring to each boy, with 

the assurance that if they were in distress or danger they had only to send 

the locket or ring, and they would be assisted. A jewel was also given (the 

Delta,) with Masonic emblems, to each child, who was also invested with 

an apron, and the Senior and Junior Wardens proclaimed the baptism 

along their columns, after which all clapped three times, and striking the 

palm of the hand against the left shoulder, cried huzza three times. 

 The Orator next delivered a discourse, and WILSON SMALL 
delivered an address on behalf of the godfathers. Two young ladies were 
then selected to make a collection. It was announced that the money so 
obtained would be given to some needy brother whose name would not be 
publicly known, if there were any such known to a brother present, or it 
would be given to the Grand Almoner, who would send it to a distressed 
brother, without the knowledge of anyone but the Master, and the brother 
would not know where it came from. The Grand Master then said: "The 
labors of the day are concluded; may they be profitable to all. Go in peace; 
and may our father in Heaven bless and prosper us in all our laudable 
undertakings. Amen." The brethren then retired in procession, in the 
same order as they entered, and the lodge was closed.” 

Brother Albert Mackey, who was also a peer and close friend of 
Brother Albert Pike, did not approve of Masonic baptisms. The ceremony 
was met by wide spread skepticisms by American Masons and the public 
alike. What is truly interesting is this ceremony was taken from European 
Masonic traditions from the 1820s and was in regular practices in 
European lodges. 

“If” by Rudyard Kipling 

If you can keep your head when all about you 
   Are losing theirs and blaming it on you; 

If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you, 
   But make allowance for their doubting too; 

If you can wait and not be tired by waiting, 
   Or, being lied about, don’t deal in lies, 

Or, being hated, don’t give way to hating, 
   And yet don’t look too good, nor talk too wise; 

If you can dream—and not make dreams your master; 
   If you can think—and not make thoughts your aim; 

If you can meet with triumph and disaster 
   And treat those two impostors just the same; 
If you can bear to hear the truth you’ve spoken 

   Twisted by knaves to make a trap for fools, 
Or watch the things you gave your life to broken, 

   And stoop and build ’em up with worn out tools; 

If you can make one heap of all your winnings 
   And risk it on one turn of pitch-and-toss, 

And lose, and start again at your beginnings 
   And never breathe a word about your loss; 

If you can force your heart and nerve and sinew 
   To serve your turn long after they are gone, 
And so hold on when there is nothing in you 

   Except the Will which says to them: “Hold on”; 

If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue, 
   Or walk with kings—nor lose the common touch; 

If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you; 
   If all men count with you, but none too much; 

If you can fill the unforgiving minute 
With sixty seconds’ worth of distance run— 

   Yours is the Earth and everything that’s in it, 
And—which is more—you’ll be a Man, my son! 
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