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 Paper Stainer to Masonic Ritualist Pt 2 

“Serva Modum” 

 

Thomas Smith Webb, portrait by Travis Simpkins 

 By Jason D. Rees 32° KCCH  

When discussing Thomas Smith Webb and the “Webb 

ritual” we must first address the similarities to another work of 

Masonic writings, “Jachin and Boaz” published in 1730 and 

written by Samuel Pritchard. Pritchard was somewhat of a 

controversial figure in his time with the publication whereby he 

was accused by his Masonic peers at the time of being a “Perjured” 

Mason due to the book’s contents. Still, the Webb ritual would 

draw upon much of the excerpts of this book and a few others. 

Brother Webb’s modifications to British Masonic rituals turned 

into what some would say had more of an American flavor. 

Brother Webb amended rituals of the first three degrees 

and of two influential English Masonic writers of his time, William 

Preston and Laurence Dermott, specifically the Royal Arch degree, 

which at the time was referred to as a “High degree”. Brother 

Webb’s work was not just amending Masonic rituals; he was also 

an instructor and in many cases was paid by grand lodges to do so. 

In a May 1828 anti-Masonic periodical called “The National 

Observer”, it reported about an “ex-Mason” by the name of 

Solomon Southwick, claiming “Webb actually held a copy of 

Jachin and Boaz in his hands while teaching him and other young 

Masons their work.” 

The “Webb rituals”, as they would be commonly referred 

to, had a rough and rugged road to travel before becoming 

common practice within the United States. Brother Webb’s life 

was Freemasonry, and he, geographically speaking, could not be 

in a better place. For business purposes Brother Webb relocated 

to Providence, Rhode Island in 1801 and wasted no time in joining 

St John’s Lodge. Webb’s Masonic reputation preceded him, and 

the Brothers of the Grand Lodge of Rhode Island soon elected him 

to Grand Junior Warden in 1802. Brother Webb spent many years 

in the Ground Lodge line before rising to become a two-time 

Grand Master for the Masonic years of 1813 and 1814, before 

declining a nomination for a third term re-election. 

Brother Webb practiced a revolutionary way of teaching Brothers 

their work, thereby promoting his ritual modifications. While 

instructing and teaching, he would have his pupils write their own 

“aides-memoire”, French for memory aid which is the direct 

forbearer of today’s cipher books. After completing their work, the 

pupils began instructing others with their “Webb rituals” in hand. 

The Brother traveled to other Grand lodges where they too were 

paid for their work, instructing new and old Masons alike.  
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As the Vulture breeds the Vulture… 

 

By Jason D. Rees 32° KCCH 

Anger, pain, retribution, vindictiveness, and the desire to 

seek out and gain corrupted justice. These are just a few of the 

endless results of holding onto hate and desiring revenge against 

an enemy. Some, in response to perceived affronts or insults, may 

castigate that person to others in an attempt to elevate 

themselves. This action may give them a temporary feeling of 

justification, or maybe a way of rationalizing their actions. But, in 

so doing, what is truly being accomplished? Are they not just as 

guilty as the person who gave the original offence?  

Our beloved Craft is made up of Brothers from all walks of 

life and all parts of the world. Brothers of different creeds and 

religions all working on the same goal, which is unity and peace in 

all things. Our Muslim Brothers’ Holy writings in the Qur’an teach 

them to treat enemies with kindness and justice, fairness and 

reconciliation, and to avoid escalating conflicts. In the Qur’an it 

reads in Surah Ali ‘Imran Ayat 134 (Chapter 3:134) “who give, 

both in prosperity and adversity, who restrain their anger and 

pardon people - God loves those who do good”.  Our Hindu 

Brothers find in their teachings in the Bhagavad Gita that 

forgiveness is a divine attribute and “that forgiveness is not the 

condoning of wrongdoing but releasing of animosity and the 

desire for retribution”.   

In the Torah, the Holy Scriptures of our Jewish Brethren, 

in Proverbs 24:17-18 it states, “Do not rejoice when your enemy 

falls and let not your heart be glad when he stumbles, lest the 

LORD see it and be displeased, and turn away his anger from 

him”.  In the New Testament of our Christian Brothers, Luke 6:27-

28 reiterates, “But I say to you who hear. Love your enemies, do 

good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for 

those who abuse you.”   

 The Scottish rite philosophy throughout all thirty-two 

degrees focuses on the seriousness of always returning good for 

evil as its fundamental principle. Mastering one’s actions and 

emotions is truly becoming the Master of the Royal Secret. In the 

18th degree we learn of the symbolisms of the rose and the cross, 

and that good will triumph over evil and the beginning of a new 

life. In the 19th degree we learn that if one lives his life selfless and 

good, they can look forward to sharing in eternal life.  

The downfall of evil and the glorious uplifting of good is 

personified in the 21st degree Noachite or Prussian Knight, 
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Cont’d from front, “Paper Stainer” 

The Brothers/Pupils of Brother Webb who instructed and 

lectured on his ritual modifications, David Vinton, Benjamin 

Gleason had very different endings to their Masonic careers. 

Brother Vinton was expelled for conferring York Rite degrees 

without a charter while Brother Gleason, urged and succeeded in 

convincing the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts to adopt them. 

Brother Gleason was instructed by the Grand Master of 

Massachusetts to “correct the rude imperfect, and in many 

instances, erroneous lectures and modes of work throughout the 

commonwealth”. 
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Something to remember 

Jesus treated Judas so well that none of his disciples were able to 
detect that it was Judas who would betray him. 

 
This is how we should treat those who speak against us. 

 

 
“Journey Passport” Program 
The Houston Valley is participating in the “Journey Passport” 
program which includes 33 challenges that allow participants to 
earn six unique Scottish rite challenge coins. The passport 
program is designed to take brothers throughout the Valley of 
Houston and the Southern Jurisdiction of the Scottish rite. To 
learn more and get a passport, contact Brother Jason Rees 32° 
KCCH at: acompass@yahoo.com 
 

 
The Houston Valley Herald Email List 
This publication is printed monthly and distributed at stated 
meetings of the Valley of Houston for the benefit of the brethren 
assembled. The Houston Valley Herald is also available online at  
www.HoustonScottishRite.org (Click the “Newsletter” tab). 
Anyone is welcome to receive this publication via email as well. To 
join our mailing list, email acompass@yahoo.com   
 

 
The Houston Valley Educational Program 

Master Craftsman Zoom study group. 
If you are interested in taking classes please email 

acompass@yahoo.com  Any Master Mason in good standing 
may take the class. 

 

 
The Houston Valley Podcast & YouTube channel  
Please like and subscribe to our channel, it helps promote the Scottish 
rite and allows us to continue this great work. 
 
 https://www.youtube.com/@HoustonValleyScottishRite 
 
Check out our latest episode of the Houston Valley Podcast the 
interview of the Sovereign Grand Commander of the Supreme 
Council 33°, Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, 
Southern Jurisdiction Illustrious James Cole 33°      

 

 

 

 

Scan the QR code for the Houston Valley Podcast! 

 

Cont’d from front, “As the Vulture” 

asserting that we should refrain from slandering or the pulling 

down of a brother and we should uplift those around us. It is very 

important to remember that when others hear you tear someone 

down or complain, they will remember, and it may be only a 

matter of time before it is you whom they will be speaking of to 

others. Talking to the brother who has offended or wronged you in 

some way should always be the solution. And always remember 

that there are three sides to every story: your side, their side, and 

what really happened. 

We are all charged with whispering wise council to one 

another. Have you seen a brother tear down another brother 

within your Lodge, on social media, or in private? The result of 

this type of behavior hurts not just the brother complaining or the 

brother, who is being complained about, but our fraternity and the 

example we are to set as leaders. Are we not supposed to emulate 

those who rose above petty differences, to be better than those 

who slayed people with whom they had different opinions? 

In the movie “Ben-Hur”, it is said, “Death generates 

death, as the vulture breeds the vulture!” We know that one evil 

deed spawns another, so why not break the cycle and begin anew? 

Why not take the opportunity to become greater by showing 

mercy, love, and compassion? Reach out to those brothers who 

are upset and hurting and let us bring them into the fold and let 

our light shine through their darkness. 

 

The Sacred Cord, Thrice Wound 
By Rob Morris 

Bind it once, that in his heart, 

He may surely hold 

All the mysteries of the Art, 

As did the Craft of old 

Bind it once, and make the noose 

Strong, that sin shall not unloose. 

 

Bind it twice, that Masons' law, 

Faith and Charity, 

Ever may his spirit draw 

In one resistless tie 

Bind it twice, and make the noose 

Stronger, — death alone shall loose. 

 

Bind it thrice, that every deed, 

Virtuous and chaste, 

On the heavenly page be spread, 

Worthy of the best 

Bind it thrice, and make the noose 

Strongest, — death shall not unloose. 
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