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From Darkness to Light

By Jason D. Rees 32° KCCH

Off the coast of North-Western Africa, in 1863, the black
seadevil fish was first discovered. This fish is only 6-8 inches long
and usually found in depths of total darkness in 15,000 feet of
water, roughly half of the height of Mount Everest. In February of
2025, just off the coast of the Canary Islands, this unique fish was
captured on video swimming to the surface from depths of the
darkness. What drove this fish to leave its home and come to the
light?

We are taught to look at our forms and ceremonies for
symbolisms in which to grow to be better men in our lives and
world. Every once and a while nature shows us something so
beautiful and mysterious, such that the why is not as important as
the deeper meaning. Masons worldwide are familiar with the term
“from darkness to light.” The term usually refers to ignorance to
knowledge, or the unknown to the known. We all arrive in
Masonry from different paths and journeys. Some Brother’s paths
are joyful, full of light and happiness. Others’ lives have taken
them through darkness where light is virtually absent and, like the
black seadevil fish, they must generate their own light to exist,
fighting through the darkness to find life and sustenance.

Why did this black seadevil fish decide to leave its dark
realm? Was the fish sick, frightened, or was it something deeper,
something we all must have the courage to do one day: to leave
the comfort of our lives and seek out the warmth of the light?

Nothing is more purifying than light. The sacred light of
the sunrise and its beautiful colors of yellow, white, orange, and
blue as it chases away the night. The warm feeling across your face
and eyes. When you squint your eyes, it can feel as if there is more
beauty than your heart can let in. The feeling of being one with the
Maker and the beginning of a new day, a rebirth, second chance, a
do-over, for yesterday is gone! No matter where you take in this
view, be it from a mountain top, rolling prairies, alongside a
bayou, or on a beach, the coming light of the dawn can be a
moving experience.

What does “darkness to light” mean? However you define
it, it comes down to this: you are leaving somewhere mentally or
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Grand Pontiff: Duties & Virtues

By Jason D. Rees 32° KCCH

In the 19° Grand Pontiff, the brother is enveloped in
silence and darkness. This method was used by the ancients to
calm the mind and spirit, and to provoke internal thought. The
brother is then surrounded with imagery both verbal and
nonverbal. These images are of the final battle of Good vs Evil.
These cues call on the brother to reflect on his life and all of
eternity.

The spirit of masonry at its core refutes evil and calls
upon God the father for justice, tolerance, and truth. The brother
is called to account by being questioned about life’s trials and
tribulations. These questions are but a test to see if he truly trusts
in the creator and will obey God’s law. We must be patient, for
God’s ways are not our ways, and His thoughts are above our
thoughts. As the brother reflects on his travels through the pillars
representing the ancient tribes and their ancient celestial
counterparts, faith in the creator becomes clearer. The phrase that
echoes through one’s mind is “Have in your heart a prayer to God
and not hatred for your brother.”

What duties and virtues qualify a good Mason? At the
core of this question, a brother should ask himself “do my labors
benefit those who are to come after me as well as for the
betterment of the community and the craft?” Too often we get
caught up in the rat race of life, striving to win and succeed in our
endeavors. But at what cost? Are you becoming a leader to steer
those to a more enlightened path, or are you using your works to
elevate yourself to another position or award? These are questions
we must constantly be asking ourselves. The flesh is weak and we
can become tempted with flattery and promotion.

We should be prepared to do our duty to construct and
strengthen the path that others must take after our time on Earth
is finished. In ancient Sparta mothers would gift their sons with a
shield and say, “with it or upon it.” This was to instill upon the
young man that he must give his all for family and country, as he
should return home victorious with his shield, or dead carried
upon it. This virtue of selflessness is above all the most important.
We must sow, so that others may reap and continue life’s struggle.

In today’s fast-paced world we get caught up in the instant
news and updates from around the world. I remember a time
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Cont’d from front, “Darkness to Light”

physically and changing for the better towards something greater
than your present condition. We all must squint our eyes and
charge into the light while letting God guide us through the
unknown of tomorrow.

We are taught throughout our rituals of the Scottish Rite
that by moving towards the light and following your faith, you will
achieve victory. Victory in all things great or small, victory in
honor, victory in raising your families, victory in leadership in
your community. The most important victory of all is to be
welcomed by the Creator with the phrase “well done my good and
faithful servant.”

We will never know why that black seadevil decided to
make the journey to the light. But I do hope that we all will find
the courage daily to run towards the light. Keep the darkness at
your back and move forward. Have courage and be strong!

“Tve soared with the eagles and slithered with the snakes, and
I’ve been everywhere in between, I have cried 1000 times and
will cry some more, and I'm going to tell you something right
now: there’s one guarantee in life, and that’s that there are no
guarantees” — Macho Man Randy Savage

Cont’d from front, “Grand Pontiff”

when my grandmother would ask me to call the bank for the local
time and temperature. Gone are those days of waiting for
information. Do not conflate instant information with success. To
succeed at anything, you must first dedicate yourself to the work
you have entered upon.

We must learn to wait the time with patience until the
answered returned. This statement should be one of Masonry’s
biggest lessons. Does the Creator give you what you want
immediately? Does a (good) parent always give a child what he
wants without teaching that child first? No. He guides you with
patience so that you know what, why, and how to deal with things.

“Journey Passport” Program

The Houston Valley is participating in the “Journey Passport”
program which includes 33 challenges that allow participants to
earn six unique Scottish Rite challenge coins. The passport
program is designed to take brothers throughout the Valley of
Houston and the Southern Jurisdiction of the Scottish Rite. To
learn more and get a passport, contact Brother Jason Rees 32°
KCCH at: acompass@yahoo.com

The Houston Valley Herald Email List

This publication is printed monthly and distributed at stated
meetings of the Valley of Houston for the benefit of the brethren
assembled. The Houston Valley Herald is also available online at
www.HoustonScottishRite.org (Click the “Newsletter” tab).
Anyone is welcome to receive this publication via email as well. To
join our mailing list, email acompass@yahoo.com
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The Houston Valley Educational Program
Master Craftsman Zoom study group.
If you are interested in taking classes please email
acompass@yahoo.com Any Master Mason in good
standing may take the class.

The Houston Valley Podcast & YouTube channel
Please like and subscribe to our channel, it helps promote the
Scottish Rite and allows us to continue this great work.

https://www.youtube.com/@HoustonValleyScottishRite

Check out our latest episode of the Houston Valley Podcast the
interview of the Lieutenant Grand Commander Joe Manning Jr.

Scan me for the Houston Valley Podcast!!!

“I see you’ve traveled some”

Author unknown

Wherever you may chance to be
Wherever you may roam,

Far away in foreign lands;
Or just at Home Sweet Home;

It always gives you pleasure,
it makes your heart strings hum

Just to hear the words of cheer,
"l see you've traveled some."

When you get a brother's greeting,
And he takes you by the hand,

It thrills you with a feeling
that you cannot understand,

You feel that bond of brotherhood
that tie that's sure to come

When you hear him say in a friendly way
"| see you've traveled some."

And if you are a stranger,
In strange lands all alone

If fate has left you stranded
Dead broke and far from home,

It thrills you - makes you numb,
When he says with a grip of fellowship,
"l see you've traveled some."

And when your final summons comes,
To take a last long trip,

Adorned with Lambskins Apron White
and gems of fellowship

The tiler at the Golden Gate,
With square and rule and plumb

Will size up your pin and say "Walk In",
"l see you've traveled some."
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