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By Jason D. Rees 32° KCCH

Boston, Massachusetts, in the late 1700s and early 1800s,
seems to be the place where masonic giants were made. Albert
Pike was born on December 29, 1809 in Boston, and today we are
discussing another Bostonian whose impact on Masonry (Blue
Lodge) and York Rite throughout America cannot be disputed. If
you live in most states in the United States, or you are a member
of the York Rite and are a Knight’s Templar, you have received a
degree revised by Brother Thomas Smith Webb.

Thomas Smith Webb was born in Boston on October 30,
1771 to a middle-class family, Samuel and Margaret Webb, who
had just recently emigrated from England just a few years earlier.
As a youth, it was apparent that something was different about
Thomas Webb as he seemed to stand out and showed signs of
higher mental abilities and understanding than other children his
age. His eagerness and passion for his studies was but a window
into his forthcoming life. Thomas Smith Webb chose bookbinding
as his vocation and began his apprenticeship.

In or around 1790, Brother Webb completed his
apprenticeship as a bookbinder and set off towards a future that
he likely did not have in mind. Brother Webb moved northeast to
begin his career in Keene, New Hampshire where, on December
24, 1790, Brother Webb was initiated, passed, and raised into our
beloved Craft at Rising Sun Lodge. The degree fees at that time
were £3, 6s; in today’s money that is $104.28. While that may not
sound like a lot, note that (in today’s dollars) the average annual
income for Americans in 1790 was $65! At this time Brother Webb
was only nineteen years old and, perhaps for reasons we do not
know, the lodge record says “Brother Webb discontinued on July
6, 1791” but was readmitted on August 13, 1791. Once again, for
reasons we can only speculate may have to do with money,
Brother Webb withdrew again on March 7, 1792. Brother Webb’s
unsuccessful business failed and, in 1793, he moved to Albany,
New York, possibly for a fresh start and more promising business
opportunities.

Albany, with a population around 3,500, was nearly three
times the size of Keene, New Hampshire. Brother Thomas Webb
established a paper staining/bookbinding store which he ran for
seven years, during which time he married Miss Martha Hopkins,
a native of Boston. In 1797 he published “Freemason’s Monitor or
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What is the Foundation of the Scottish rite?
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By Jason D. Rees 32° KCCH

Throughout history men have been looking for answers to
life’s most difficult questions. Each man has his own experiences
and grapples with life’s challenges. The history of our Craft and
the Scottish rite is no different. What has brought the
Scottish rite through such times of hardships and
challenges?

From persecutions, to being taken captive twice on their
way to spread the Royal Secret, outright lies through the Morgan
affair, lost history and rituals, degree peddlers, wars and
revolutions. The constant that has been the strong support
columns and the marrow of the bone of the foundation of the
Scottish rite is the one word that is the central theme throughout
all thirty-two degrees of the Scottish rite: “DUTY”.

The earliest meaning of the word duty comes from the
Latin word “debere” which translates “to owe”. It was also referred
to as a moral or legal debt, something owed or due. As time passed
the meaning extended to obligations and responsibilities. In the
fourteenth century “duty” included moral obligations, something
that someone ought to do. The word “duty” originated from the
old French word “edu” which translates to “due or owe”. This
brings us to the obvious question, what is your/my/our “DUTY” to
and within the Scottish rite?

Our first duty is to God, for without his guidance and
support all undertakings in life would be for naught. It is our duty
to seek him out in times of happiness, abundance, sorrow, and
famine. Which one among us can succeed and be comforted by
our own thoughts alone? It is our Creator who guides us in the
greater vision of His path through the teachings of moral law and
truth. What more noble path can a man take but to seek out truth
and follow the teachings of our Creator?

The second duty is to family. Is there a greater privilege a
man can be bestowed upon him than given the gift of a family?
The duty to family entails loving, protecting, and sustaining his
family. The smile of his bride and partner in life or the sounds of
laughter and mischief from his children throughout the years. The
sound teachings that are passed down, so that our beautiful world
continues to be made a better place. I will repeat it again; no
greater gift is that of a family.

The third duty is that to the Scottish rite, and requires our
participation. We see it all around us: every meal the cooks
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Nlustrations of Freemasonry”. At the time of this publishing,
Brother Webb was only twenty-six years old and had been a
member of our Craft for just under seven years.

What is unique about Brother Webb’s first publication is
that he did not claim authorship of it. It read as follows, "by a
Royal Arch Mason, K. T., K. M., etc." It was not until his next
edition that his name came to light as the publisher.
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“One can choose to go back toward safety or forward toward
growth. Growth must be chosen again & again fear must be
overcome
again & again.”

Abraham Maslow

“Journey Passport” Program

The Houston Valley is participating in the “Journey Passport”
program which includes 33 challenges that allow participants to
earn six unique Scottish rite challenge coins. The passport
program is designed to take brothers throughout the Valley of
Houston and the Southern Jurisdiction of the Scottish rite. To
learn more and get a passport, contact Brother Jason Rees 32°
KCCH at: acompass@yahoo.com

The Houston Valley Herald Email List

This publication is printed monthly and distributed at stated
meetings of the Valley of Houston for the benefit of the brethren
assembled. The Houston Valley Herald is also available online at
www.HoustonScottishRite.org (Click the “Newsletter” tab).
Anyone is welcome to receive this publication via email as well. To
join our mailing list, email acompass@yahoo.com
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prepare, every wardrobe prepped for reunions, setting up props
for meetings and degrees, secretary committees, and all of the
work invested into the Scottish rite; it is the duty of every member
to participate. The duty to read, learn, seek out light, and bring it
back to our sacred presence is the duty of all Scottish rite
brethren. What use is learning if one does not teach or pass on
what he has learned? What use is the Rite if one does not
participate nor contribute in the furthering of our beloved Craft
into the future?

The Scottish Rite has at present a firm foundation and
supports, brought about by the hard work and dedication of the
members who shared in this “duty” taught to them through the
forms and ceremonies throughout the Scottish Rite.

When you participate in any fashion, even attending
meetings and reunions, you are doing your part to strengthen and
build up your own column and foundation for the Scottish rite. I
believe most Brethren underestimate the impact of their presence.
We need one other: Brothers exist for other Brothers and depend
upon each other. The laughs, the tears, and the challenges we
share together is how we subsist.

I was told by a young Brother not too long ago that “we
should be in each other’s lives; we should know what one another
does for a living and the goings on in each other’s lives”. What a
strong statement! I urge you, if you’re not doing so already, attend
your Blue Lodge and the Scottish rite; we miss you and you are
needed! We all have talents that add to the flavor of the Scottish
rite, we are family and we are Brothers. How good it is to see each
other and serve the Scottish rite together, for the lessons we learn
together will last an eternity.
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The Houston Valley Educational Program
Master Craftsman Zoom study group.
Ifyou are interested in taking classes please email
acompass@yahoo.com Any Master Mason in good standing
may take the class.

The Houston Valley Podcast & YouTube channel
Please like and subscribe to our channel, it helps promote the Scottish
rite and allows us to continue this great work.

https: //www.youtube.com/@HoustonValleyScottishRite

Check out our latest episode of the Houston Valley Podcast the
interview of the Sovereign Grand Commander of the Supreme
Council 33°, Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry,
Southern Jurisdiction Illustrious James Cole 33°
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Scan the QR code for the Houston Valley Podcast!

The Kabbalah:

The seven Principles

1. The Principle of Mentalism: all is mind, the
universe is mental, the role of your mind
shaping reality.

2. The Principle of Correspondence: as above, so
below. What is happening on a large scale is
happening on a smaller scale.

3. The Principle of Vibration: nothing rests;
everything is in motion. Even down to the
smallest atom we are at motion.

4. The Principle of Polarity: everything is dual;
everything has a pair of opposites. Light and
dark, hot and cold, happiness and sadness.

5. The Principle of Rhythm: everything flows out
and in. Everything experiences cycles of
expansion and contraction.

6. The Principle of Cause and Effect: every cause
has an effect. Nothing happens randomly.

7. The Principle of Gender: both masculine and
feminine qualities exist in everything.
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