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“Magnum-Opus” 

By 
Jason D. Rees 32° KCCH  

It would surprise many Scottish Rite brothers that Albert 

Pike’s revisions to the Scottish Rite rituals “failed to meet the 

needs of the Supreme Council” and was never adopted as the 

official ritual. 

In March of 1853, three years after being initiated into 

Freemasonry, Albert Pike joined the Scottish Rite and his degrees 

were communicated to him by then Secretary General of the 

Supreme Council Albert G Mackey. Pike also received his 

Capitular, Cryptic, and Knight Templar degrees in 1853 as well. 

Albert Pike had immersed himself into Freemasonry and he began 

his studies into the Craft which would help him for future 

appointments. 

With the Morgan affair of 1826 and the anti-Masonic 

movement becoming a distant memory, the Supreme Council was 

going through what some scholars refer to as a “reconstruction 

period”. With the Southern and Northern jurisdictions attempting 

revisions of their ritual neither could know just how much of an 

impact this new Scottish Rite mason Albert Pike would have. Soon 

after Albert Pike took his Scottish Rite degrees, he borrowed from 

Albert Mackey Formulas and Rituals and transcribed the 

manuscript. Over the next two years Brother Pike had his 

transcriptions bound into a large volume, which today can be 

found in the archives of the Supreme Council, 33°, Southern 

Jurisdiction. This accumulation of rituals contain the same 

degrees Brother Pike himself received.  

 March of 1855 the Supreme Council appointed a 

committee, which was charged with revising all of the Scottish rite 

rituals. As Brother Pike was a new Scottish Rite mason and was 

what we would refer to today as a 32° “Black Hat”, he was the 

junior member of this committee in every way possible. 

Regardless, he dove in head first with zeal and dedication and was 

the only member of this committee who produced any results. 

Having a wealth of knowledge in all matters – natural sciences, 

history, comparative religion, mythology, philosophy and was well 

versed in Hebrew, Latin and Greek, all supported by an extensive 

personal library – it was as if Pike was born for this moment.   

Pike finished his first revision which covered the 4th 

through 32nd degrees and quickly had them printed into 100 

copies at his own expense of $1,200, or roughly $43,000 today. 

Cont’d on next page 

History of Honors “Part 2” 

 

By Jason D. Rees 32° KCCH 

From Dan Brown novels to conspiracy theories, the 33° 

Inspectors General Honorary degree is synonymous with the 

Scottish rite and Freemasonry by the profane and members alike. 

But where did this degree originate?   

The history of this degree is unique. The original 33rd 

degree was reserved for the nine officers of the Supreme Council 

of a given jurisdiction. The Supreme Council of France increased 

the number of 33rd degree members in 1816. The Mother Supreme 

Council did not increase its 33rd degree membership until 1857, 

after several New Orleans Masons were elected on an honorary 

basis which made them honorary members of the Supreme 

Council without legislative or voting powers.  

The members are referred to as Inspectors General 

Honorary. Some have incorrectly assumed the Inspectors General 

Honorary is only an honorary degree. It is in fact the completion 

of the Scottish rite and is historical in nature. The Brother who 

receives the 33rd degree is an honorary member of the Supreme 

Council. When a brother receives the 33rd degree he is coroneted 

and has reached the “Thirty-Third and Last Degree of the Ancient 

and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry”. 

The “white cap” of the Inspectors General Honorary is 

circular and made of white silk. It is surrounded with a white band 

which is trimmed in gold. It has a gold cord, which extends across 

its top. The cap has two gold buttons on either side which are 

embossed with a double-headed eagle. The front of the cap is 

adorned by a Patriarchal Cross, which is trimmed with gold 

bullion wire. 

As mentioned in the September issue in History of 

Honors Part 1, the Scottish Rite has official signatures per the 

statutes of the Supreme Council. Article IV gives a description of 

the Inspectors General Honorary signature down to the color of 

ink to be used, which is crimson. Below is an example: 

John M. Doe  

Insp∴ Genl∴ Hon∴ 

Albert Mackey’s Encyclopedia of Freemasonry states that the 

Latin Constitutions of 1786 refer to the 33rd degree as “Tertius et 

trigesimus et sublimissimus gradus” meaning The 33rd and Most 

Sublime Degree, and in the same Latin Constitutions of 1786 the 

33rd is styled “the protector and conservator of the order”. 

Cont’d on next page 



Cont’d from front, “Magnum Opus” 

 Brother Pike started his revisions of the Scottish Rite 

degrees to reinstate a certain veracity that he believed the ancient 

architect of the rituals intended as lessons to be learned.  He did 

not name or title his work, but his good friend Brother Albert 

Mackey claimed it was Pike’s “Magnum Opus” (a large and 

important work of literature, especially one regarded as the most 

important work of an artist or writer).  

While his work failed to meet the needs of the Supreme 

Council, the effect would ripple though time and became the basis 

of subsequent reworking of the rituals. Much of Pike’s revisions of 

the ritual survives today throughout the world in the Scottish Rite. 

 

Something to Think About: 
 

“Faith Begins where Reason sinks exhausted” 
– Albert Pike 

 

 
 
“Journey Passport” Program 
The Houston Valley is participating in the “Journey Passport” 
program which includes 33 challenges that allow participants to 
earn six unique Scottish Rite challenge coins. The passport 
program is designed to take brothers throughout the Valley of 
Houston and the Southern Jurisdiction of the Scottish Rite. To 
learn more and get a passport, contact Brother Jason Rees 32° 
KCCH at: acompass@yahoo.com 
 

 
 
The Houston Valley Herald Email List 
This publication is printed monthly and distributed at stated 
meetings of the Valley of Houston for the benefit of the brethren 
assembled. The Houston Valley Herald is also available online at  
www.HoustonScottishRite.org (Click the “Newsletter” tab). 
Anyone is welcome to receive this publication via email as well. To 
join our mailing list, email acompass@yahoo.com   
 

 

Attention Brothers! 

 

 

Cont’d from front, “History of Honors” 

On display at the House of the Temple in Washington DC is 

the oldest existing Thirty-third degree patent, a true treasure. This 

patent belonged to the first Lieutenant Grand Commander, Rev. 

Frederick Dalcho. Illustrious Dalcho also served as the Second 

Sovereign Grand Commander from 1816 to 1822. His patent is 

shown below. 

 

  

Masonic Poetry 

A Free Mason 

 

A Free Mason Forged out of the Materials of His Lodge, 1754 

 

Behold a Master-Mason rare; 

Whose mystic Portrait does declare; 

The Secrets of Free Masonry. 

Fair for all to read and see; 

But few there are to whom they're known; 

Tho' they so plainly here are shown. 
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